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THE SAFETY OF CASH

HOW LONG DO VIRUSES LIVE?

FLU VIRUSES

Hard surfaces (plastics and metals) for up to 48 hours
Porous surfaces (paper and cloth) for 8 to 10 hours

SARS-CoV-2 (the virus responsible for COVID-19)

* Hard surfaces (plastics and metals) for up to 3 days
* Porous surfaces (paper and cloth) for 24 hours

Source: National Institutes of Health

WHAT ARE THEY MADE OF?

US currency is 75% cotton and 25% linen

Euro banknotes are 100% cotton fiber

SABN is made of cotton pulp
Canada currency is made from synthetic polymer

British banknotes are made from a thermoplastic polymer

CASH IN USE

Cash is used for 45%-54% of transactions in European countries with the least cash use.

Cash accounts for 50% of payments in the US under $10.

Cash makes up 18%-20% of payments in Latin America. g%

Source: European Payments Council
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https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/faqs/Currency/Pages/edu_faq_currency_production.aspx
https://darbymade.com/blogs/journal/new-five-pound-notes
https://mg.co.za/article/1998-03-06-where-money-is-made-but-never-lost/
https://www.thoughtco.com/canada-replaced-paper-currency-with-plastic-3971626
https://darbymade.com/blogs/journal/new-five-pound-notes
https://www.europeanpaymentscouncil.eu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Payment%20Methods%20Report%202019%20-%20Innovations%20in%20the%20Way%20We%20Pay.pdf

